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Chapter 14 — To The Teacher 

Students are exposed to work ethic and sarcasm in this chapter, two things 
that don’t normally go together. Both are very important concepts to 
understand and can work hand-in-hand or in opposition to our goals, 
depending on how we use them. 

Guide the students to understand the importance of how words follow our 
deeds.  This may be a good time to illustrate with a dramatic comparison. 
Jesus Christ and Adolf Hitler both spoke to large crowds. Both affected 
millions of people. Christ’s legacy is far different than the murderous 
legacy of Hitler. Christ’s deeds and words brought love, peace, healing 
and salvation. Hitler’s brought death, destruction and heartache. What 
made the difference? 

While our lives may be amazing and affect many people, we will never 
reach the magnitude of Christ. And hopefully no one will ever follow 
Hitler’s example. This comparison is shocking. However, students have a 
tendency to remember lessons when shocking illustrations are used.  

End the discussion by asking students to thoughtfully consider their 
actions compared to the actions of Christ. Are they using words and deeds 
to bring life, love, and joy to people? Tip: While the students may make 
jokes about being like Hitler or something of that nature, rather than 
scolding them, may I suggest you use that as an example of words that do 
not bring life, joy, or love. This will often happen with young men or 
women who use the sarcasm in jest toward friends or siblings, and usually 
don’t yet realize their potentially hurtful behavior.  

Activity: Students read a very brief account of Almon Brown Strowger, an undertaker who faced a challenge. 
His solution was to create the Strowger Switch which allowed phone calls to be dialed by number rather than 
being placed by an operator. In this example students are encouraged to research other  inventions. Most 
inventions were born out of necessity, or some kind of hardship. Encourage your students by giving them time 
to share some interesting invention stories they find, or perhaps already knew.  May I encourage you to read the 
book Acres of Diamonds. This is an easy read and full of true stories of people who passed up opportunity 
compared to those who jumped at their chance.  This book can be purchased, but is also available free online. I 
highly recommend www.loyalbooks.com as a source for this book. On this site you can also use the free audio 
version and listen to the book as a class. Upper grade students will really benefit from this book, and as a 
teacher you will glean many great examples of heros and failures. And I’m sure you’ll have some “are you 
kidding me?” moments to share with students, friends, and family! 

The Teacher’s Lounge 

This is a brief history that your 
students may not know!  

Mars and Murrie — the last 
names of two men who served 
in the Spanish Civil War — 
noticed British soldiers eating 
chocolate that had a hardened 
sugar coating to prevent it 
from melting. They set to work 
to find a way to mass produce 
similar candies to help soldiers 
on the frontlines who were 
often without good treats. And 
so M&Ms were born! 

Now there’s some delicious 
food for thought!  (A  brilliant 
use of sarcasm if I do say so 
myself!)  
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This poem by Edgar Guest, who’s work ethic and talents were represented in Chapter 5, wrote a great poem that 
is fun to read. I am including this poem below for your conveniece. This poem,  and many others by him, are 
available free online. If your students have a bent toward poetry, encourage them to read some of Edgar’s 
poems. He may be of special interest to them. 

It Couldn’t Be Done 

Edgar Guest 

 

 
Somebody said that it couldn’t be done, 

     But, he with a chuckle replied 
That "maybe it couldn’t," but he would be one 

     Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried. 
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 

     On his face. If he worried he hid it. 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
     That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 

Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you’ll never do that; 
     At least no one has done it;" 

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 
     And the first thing we knew he’d begun it. 

With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 
     Without any doubting or quiddit, 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
     That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
     There are thousands to prophesy failure; 

There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 
     The dangers that wait to assail you. 
But just buckle it in with a bit of a grin, 
     Just take off your coat and go to it; 

Just start to sing as you tackle the thing 
     That "couldn’t be done," and you’ll do it. 

 

from Collected Verse of Edgar Guest 
NY:Buccaneer Books, 1976, pg. 285 
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