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Chapter 14
Think About It: Have you ever worked hard, the kind of hard ZRUNthat makes your
muscles sore? Why do you think Jesse was so content after a long hard day of
chopping wood?

Discussion Questions:

Did You Know?
August 22, 1787 began
the steamboat era when
inventor John Fitch
made his first successful
trial in a 45-foot
steamboat on the
Delaware River. Fitch
later built a larger boat
that could carry
passengers and ship
freight. That boat sailed
between Philadelphia
and Burlington, New
Jersey. Between 1785
and 1796 John Fitch
constructed four
steamboats .
When designing his
boats Fitch used
different kinds of
wheels to propel the
boat forward in the
water. One of his
designs was patterned
after Indian war canoes.

1. As the chapter opens and Jesse is in his thoughts are you reminded of
the opening of the story when Jesse is also alone in his thoughts? What
writing styles are similar? What stands out to you? (Remember that you can
go back and read Chapter 1 while comparing styles. It’s easier that way!)
2. We see Jesse get a job working for Edwards. His job was hard,
physical work and he liked it well enough. What do you think motivated
Jesse?
Work Ethic: Work ethic is the term used to describe a person’s ability to
work hard for things they want or need. A good example in this chapter is
Jesse. Jesse wanted to go West, but didn’t have a safe way to get there. He
took a job which promised to provide a way to the West. Notice that Jesse
went to work straight away; he didn’t delay. Many times what we want will
require a lot of hard work—perhaps a lot of work for a long time—before
we reach the goal. Work ethic is the part of you that sees the job to the end.
3. Do you have a work ethic? How do you demonstrate that?
Real Life Challenge: Work isn’t always fun. Sometimes we must do a job
that is dirty, gross, or simply very hard and it may make our muscles sore.
What is a job you do not want to do? Perhaps cleaning a closet,
basement/garage, or mowing the lawn, any chore around the house that you
don’t like doing but needs to be done. Test Your Work Ethic: By doing
that job start to finish no matter how long it takes, even though you may not
like the task. Don’t stop until you’re finished. Then, sit back and enjoy
knowing that you worked hard and didn’t stop. Just like Jesse you’ll see that
hard work has value.
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Work Ethic — Can sometimes
come in the form of invention.
Almon Brown Strowger was an
undertaker. In his town there was
another undertaker who gave
him serious competition. The
other undertaker was married to
a phone operator and in those
days phone calls were placed by
an operator. So she would direct
calls for other undertakers to her
husband, leaving Mr. Strowger
without enough work. Strowger
knew that if he was to have a job
he’d have to find a solution. He
did just that! He invented the
Strowger switch which allowed
calls to be placed without an
operator so that customers who
called him wouldn’t be switched
to his competition. The Strowger
Switch is an essential piece of
telephone equipment. Today it is
also called “Step by Step” or
“SxS” switch.
If Strowger had complained that
life was unfair and gave up, he
would not have changed the
world and you might not have a
cell phone today!

4. When Jesse meets Bullfinch, do you see any imagery in their
conversation and interaction?
5. Bullfinch says to Jesse, “Speak again, fair prince.” Do you
think Bullfinch really thought Jesse was a prince? If not, why would
he say that?
New Term: Sometimes we say things we don’t mean to illustrate
what we do mean. This is called sarcasm. Many times sarcasm is
used as a way of making fun of someone or something, perhaps an
idea or political view we disagree with or to prove our point of view.
Sometimes sarcasm can be used to tell jokes; comedians and comedy
movies use sarcasm like an art form. They are very careful in the use
of it because if sarcasm is used too much or in the wrong way, it can
be very hurtful. Bullfinch called Jesse “fair prince” in an effort to
mock him and make fun of him. Sarcasm is usually a very negative
form of speech and we should be very careful how and when we use
it.
Discussion: When is it good or bad to use sarcasm? Give examples of
good and bad ways it can be used.
Notice This: When discussing sarcasm did you notice that it was hard
to find appropriate or good uses for sarcasm? That’s because it
shouldn’t be used much at all. Remember, what may be funny to you
may be hurtful to others.
Real Life Challenge: Watch what you say this week. Do you see
yourself using sarcasm in any way, good or bad? Think About It:
Should you stop saying or doing anything? Remember, if you notice a
bad habit or characteristic in yourself and you fix it, you have won a
round in the game of life and can move up to the next level. It’s a
good thing to notice your faults before they cause you or others pain.

Put The Book Down: Go to your library or go online. Look for reasons some things were invented.
Most inventors created solutions as a way to help themselves and others. It was the hardship that
propelled them to change the world. If they had been comfortable they probably wouldn’t have seen the
need for change. The next time you face a hardship don’t complain or give up, invent a solution! You
are likely to be surprised by the talent that lies within you!

